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PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  acting,  for  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

I  submit  for  your  information  and  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  as  Port  Medical  officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1966. 

The  report  is  mao©  in  accordance  with  Article  17 
(5)  of  tne  banltarv  officers  (outside  Condon)  Regulations 
1935  and  1951*  as  a  result  of  the  Public  health 
(Chips)  regulations,  1949,  the  Minister  of  Health  has 
reviewed  the  form  ana  scape  of  the  Annual  Reports  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  in  Port  Form  20  enclosed 
with  Circular  33/52  dated  btb  November,  1952,  he  prescribes 
the  form  and  sequence  which  the  reports  should  follow. 

One  requirement  of  the  Minister  is  that  the  inf  ormation 
required  by  Sections  l,V.VI,VIll,  XIV,  XV  and  XVI  (all 
marked  with  asterisk)  need  only  be  given  in  full  every 
fifth  year  and  for  the  intermediate  years  only  the  changes 
which  have  occurred  during  the  year  covered  by  the  report 
need  be  included.  The  full  information  required  in  these 
sections  la  set  out  in  the  annual  report  for  1955  and 
therefore  this  year  only  changes  are  recorded. 

In  presenting  this  report  I  have  pleasure  in  taking 
the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  harbour 
Master,  -tain  C.li.iiorn,antj  the  Off  icers  of  H.^.Customs 
for  their  ready  co-operation  am  help  during  the  year, 
and  to  the  Fort  Health  Inspector,  Mr*fi.L©ggat  anu  his 
deputy,  Mr*G*A.Trim,f  or  their  willing  assistance  and 
interest  in  the  work. 


fours  faithfully, 

JAM ho  RUTT  OR . 

Fort  Medical  OfJ  leer  of  Health. 


February,  1957. 
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THK  PONT  Ob  POOLE 


C onetitution  of  the  Port  Health  Authority 

By  »n  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  dated  21st  September, 
1017,  and  an  amending  order  dated  27th  February,  19QS,  a  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  was  c onatituted  to  exercise  the  powers  and  functions 
assigned  by  the  Order. 

The  style  "Port  Sanitary  Authority”  was  changed  to  "Port 
health  a  uthority”  in  1936. 

The  Port  He  alt:  Authority  Is  tie  &ayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses 
of  the  Borough,  acting  by  the  Council 

Limits  of  Jurisdiction. 

The  present  limits  of  jurisdiction  were  fixed  in  1909,  as  follows 

"The  jurisdiction  oi  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority  shall 
extend  to  all  that  part  oi  the  said  Port  of  Poole  aforesaid 
which  lies  to  lan award  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  seaward 
extremity  o  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Borough  of  Poole 
to  the  seaward  extremity  of  the  headland  Known  as  standfast 
Point;  together  with  the  waters  of  the  said  pert  ol  the  Port 
unu  all  docks,  basins,  harbours,  creeks,  rivers,  channels, 
roaas,  bays  ana  streams  within  that  part  ol  the  said  fort, 
ana  the  place  or  places  which  may  from  time  to  time  be 
appointed  as  the  Customs  Boarding  Station  or  stations  for  that 
part  oi  the  said  Port,  ana  the  place  or  places  for  the  time 
bein*  appointed  for  the  moorirg  or  anchoring  of  ships  for  the 
said  part  ol  the  said  Port  under  any  regulations  for  the 
prevention  of  the  spread  ol  diseases  issued  under  the  authority 
of  the  Statutes  in  that  behalf,  and  for  the  purposes  of  any 
such  deputations  as  aforesaid,  shall  also  extend  to  any  ship 
which  In  purs  ance  thereof,  or  of  ary  directions  £  iven  there¬ 
under  shall  be  moored  or  anchored  at  the  place  appointed 
the rounder  as  aforesaid,  or  which  shall  be  on  its  way  thither” 

Port  facilities 

Poole  is  chiefly  a  cargo  port,  the  majority  of  the  vessels 
beint  engaged  in  the  coastal  transport,  of  coal,  oil  ana  petrol, 
though  there  is  also  ©  regular  traffic  in  timber  from  continental 
countries.  During  trie  summer  the  port  is  the  base  for  pleasure 
steamers  operatin,  between  the  local  seaside  resorts,  but 
this  is  t;  e  only  passenger  traffic.  Fishing  is  still  carried 
on  Iron  the  port,  though  only  during  the  sprat  season  are 
landings  heavfc.  The  harbour  is  one  ol  the  great  yachting 
centres  of  Britain,  ana  the  building,,  servicing  and  repair  of 
yachts  and  other  boats  is  one  of  the  industries  of  the  port. 
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The  public  quay  accommodation  consists  of  3,000  feet 
frontage,  i.e. 

Hamworthy  Quay  500  feet  at  15ft  low  water  ordinary  tide 

Town  Quay  1000  feet  fit  15ft  "  "  "  " 

1000  feet  at  15  to  10ft  "  "  * 

500  feet  shallow  berthing  (for  yachts) 

There  are  also  some  3,500  feet  of  privat©  wharves,  including 
1,000  feet  of  wharf ing  constructed  in  1950  by  the  central 
lectricity  Authority  for  the  power  station  at  Bamwortby.  All 
the  public  quays  are  serviced  by  railways.  Unloading  equipment 
consists  of  two  3-ton  electric  travelling  cranes  belonging  to  the 
Harbour  Commissioners  and  four  electric  cranes  and  two  steam 
cranes  belonging  to  private  firms.  There  are,  in  addition,  two 
privately-owned  coal  transporters  each  capable  of  dealing  with 
between  1,000  and  1,200  tons  of  coal  per  day.  Ship  repairing 
facilities  include  seven  yards  capable  of  carrying  out  repairs  to 
ships  and  yachts. 

There  is  in  the  harbour  an  extensive  area  of  safe  anchorage. 
The  depth  of  the  water  at  the  Harbour  Bar  is  13  feet  at  mean  low 
water  springs  and  19  feet  at  mean  high  water  springs  and  both 
flood  and  ebb  tides  run  at  about  |  of  a  knot.  The  channels 
are  kept  dredged  and  ships  drawing  Id  feet  can  enter  the  Fort 
at  high  tides. 

The  telegraphic  address  of  the  Fort  Health  Authority  is 
registered  as  "fortelth  Poole”. 

Address  and  telephone  number  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Offices  Public  Health  department, 

Municipal  Buildings,  Fool©. 

Poole  393. 

Homes  23,  Pearce  Avenue, 

Parks  tone,  Poole. 

Parks tone  4140. 
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*  I.  STAFF. 


The  only  change  in  the  staff  oi  t he  rort  health 
Authority  wa«  aue  to  the  death  at  the  Clerk,  Wilson  Kenyon, 
Solicitor  and  Town  Clerk,  borou*  h  >t  Toole.  Mr.Kenyan  died 
on  the  20th  July,  1956  and  was  succeeded  by  J.  C.  Hillier, 
solicitor.  Town  Clerk,  Borough  ot  Toole,  date  of  appointment 
4th  September,  1955. 

ii.  Alto caiT  ok  shitting  entering  iht  fort  during  the  year. 

Table  B. 


~~4- 


-  — irii —  - 


Number  inspected 


Number  of  chips 
reported  as 


B  does  not  include  yachts 


Ships  from. 

Number 

. 

Tonnage. 

By  the 

Medical 

Officer 
of  health. 

By 

fort 

Health 

Inspector 

having  had, 
during  the  voyage, 
infectious 
disease  on  board. 

foreign  Forts 

p  300 

155,165 

5 

120 

Nil 

Coastwise 

1065 

394,854 

as 

102 

Nil 

,  , 

Total 

13GG 

550, U19 

6 

222 

HU 

Ill.  CHARACTER  Oi  SHIFT  INC!  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  TEAR, 

Table  C. 


Passenger  T raj  tic. 

Number  of  passengers  INEAJh&S  -  Nil 
Number  oT  passengers  OUTV  ARDS  -  Nil 

Cargo  Traffic 

Principal  I  TQRTD  -  Timber,  coal,  grain,  crushed  oyster  shell, 

fertilisers • 

Principal  OUfOHtS  -  arley ,  ball  clay,  coke,  breeze. 

Principal  parts  from  >4)  lch  ships  arrive 
Rouen,  Rotterdam,  Antwerp. 

Timber  fron  Scandinavian  and  altic  ports. 

IV.  INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 

There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic  In  the  port 
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*V.  WATER  SUTfLf. 

i.  source  oi  supply  lor  the  district  and  shipping* 

The  water  supply  lor  the  port  and  shipping  is  that  from 
the  town  mains  provided  by  the  Toole  Waterworks  Undertaking 
from  hydrants  on  the  quays*  it  la  a  softened,  filtered 
and  chlorinated  water  of  high  bacterial  purity. 

2*  Reports  of  tests  for  contamination. 

The  supply  was  sampled  ©very  two  or  t> ree  days  throughout 
the  year  and  every  sample  was  reported  as  "Class  I  -  ^highly 
satisfactory  * .  In  addition  21  samples  of  the  water  supply 
were  taken  direct  from  the  hydrants  on  the  quays  and  all  were 
reported  as  "Class  I". 

15  samples  of  water  supplies  on  ships  using  the  port 
regularly  were  taken  during  the  year  lor  bacteriological 
examination.  13  were  reported  as  "class  ln  and  two  as 
"Class  I I”*  In  the  latter  cases  the  ships1  tanks  were 

cleaned  ana  disinfected  and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

3.  Trecautlons  taken  against  contamination  ol  hydrants  and 

hosepipes . 

Hydrants  and  hoses  are  cleansed  and  flushed  and 
connections  disinfected  regularly  by  the  V  aterowrks  Undertaking 
and  instructions  have  been  issued  that  all  hydrants  and  hoses 
must  be  cleansed  and  flushed  before  each  use.  All  hydrants 
on  the  quays  are  in  underground  boxes.  The  Medical  Inspector 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  on  his  last  visit  to  the  Tort, 
suggested  that  these  be  replaced  by  pillar  or  stand  pipe 
hydrants.  Representations  to  this  effect  have  been  made  to 
the  Toole  cater  Undertaking  on  a  number  of  occasions  but 
without  success. 

4.  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  power 
of  c  antrol  by  the  Authority  . 

One  small  private  water  boat  was  in  use  in  the  harbour 
during  the  early  part  of  the  $ear  but  was  withdrawn  before  the 
end  of  the  summer.  During  the  period  in  which  it  was  in 
operation  samples  of  the  water  were  satisfactory  to  bacteriological 
examination. 

ft  VI.  TUDhlC  HKADTh  (SHIT3)  R10ULTX0NS,  1952 

i»o  change. 
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VII.  SMALLPOX 


1.  Na  m  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cates 
are  sent  fro®  the  district. 

Crabwood  Smallpox  Hospital,  fir.  Winchester,  Hants. 

2.  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that 

hospital. 

Transport  oi  smallpox  cases  would  be  carried  out  by  the 
Ambulance  service  oi  the  Dorset  County  Council  operating  from  the 
Poole  Ambulance  Depot. 

The  vaccinal  state  of  the  14  ambulance  personnel  at  this 
depot  is  that  2  were  last  vaccinated  in  1955,  7  In  1955,  2  in 
1952,  one  Is  excused  further  vaccination,  one  has  refused 
vaccination,  am  one  has  recently  joined  the  staff  and  will  be 
vaccinated  shortly. 

3.  Names  oi  smallpox  consultants  available. 
sr.  Leorge  Chesney,  Poole. 

4.  facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox. 
Suspected  material  Is  sent  to* 

Dr.  F.O*  MacCalluip, 

Virus  Reference  Laboratory, 

Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

C  olirtdale  ,  London  N . W .  9 . 

Tel*  No.  Colindale  6041. 

x  VIII  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

No  change. 

ix.  cases  jf  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships 

TABLE  D. 


• 

Category  Disease. 

— 

Number  of  cases 
during  th3  year. 

— - . - . 

Number 
of  ships 
concerned • 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from 

foreign  parts  ...  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 
ships  from  foreign  ports 
but  have  been  disposed  of 
before  arrival  , ..  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships,  |  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  1 
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X.  OBSERVATIONS  Q..  Ti-J.  OGCdmKNCE  Ob  MALARIA  IN  BfalPS 

N  one , 

XI.  MEASURES  TAilEN  AGAINST  ShIPS  INFECTED  hITH  OK  SUSPECTED 
FOR  PLAGUE. 

Hone  necessary. 

XII.  MEASURES  AGAINST  R  DENT S  IS  SHIPS  FRO  FOREIGN  r  OKI'S. 

Poole  Is  a  “Designated  Approved  Port"  for  the  issue  of 
De  ratting  Cert  ill  cates  and  oerattlng  Exemption  Certificates 
in  accordance  with  Article  17  of  the  Internal ional  Sanitary 
Regulations,  1951,  and  Articles  19,20  and  21  of  the  Port 
Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952  are  enforced  in  the  Port. 

Both  the  Port  Health  Inspector  and  the  Deputy  Port  Health 
Inspector  have  been  trained  in  derut last  ion  procedure. 

1.  Durin.  routine  inspections  of  ships  by  the  Port 

Health  Inspectors,  masters  and  crew  are  Interrogated 
as  to  the  presence  of  rats  and  the  ship  In  general 
and  the  crew1  a  quarters  in  particular  are  examined 
for  evidence  ol  infestation.  &here  evidence  is 
found  or  suspected  a  detailed  search  of  the  ship 
(including  the  holds)  is  made  by  the  Roaent  Officer 
who  endeavours  to  secure  one  or  more  rats  for 
bacteriological  and  pathological  examination. 
Whenever  a  Derattlng  or  Deratting  Exemption 
Certificate  is  found  to  be  out  of  date,  or  a 
certificate  is  needed,  a  detailed  inspection  and 
search  of  the  ship  is  carried  out  jointly  by  the 
Port  Health  Inspector  and  the  Rodent  Officer 
before  a  certificate  is  issued  or  renewed.  A 

similar  procedure  is  adopted  before  the  issue  or 
renewal  of  Rodent  Control  Certificates  for  coastal 
ships . 

2.  Bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations  of 
rodents  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Bournemouth,  (Director  G.  J.G .  King  Vi., 
B.Ch.,)  In  no  instance  were  rats  found  on  a  ship 
Inspected  in  the  port  durin  the  year. 

3.  Small  infestations  ol  rats  on  ships  are  dealt  with 
directly  by  the  Rodent  Officer,  using  standard 
trapping:  and  baltin*  methods •  Major  infestations 
requiring  large  scale  fumigations  are  carried  out 
by  any  one  oi  th  commercial  contractors  on  the 
Authority’s  list,  the  arran*  ©merits  bein£  made  direct 
by  the  owners  or  agents. 

4.  Every  effort  is  mau©  by  the  Port  Health  Inspectors 
to  secure  improvement  In  the  rat-proofing  of  ships 
where  harbourage  is  found  on  Inspection  but,  except 
In  the  cases  of  those  ships  based  on  the  Port,  very 
few  opportunities  arise  for  improvement  of  structures 
owlr^  to  the  very  short  stay  in  port  of  the  ships. 
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Rodent  Control  Certificate  was  issued  Qurin^  the  year, 
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XIII,  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances 
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x  XIV*'  Public  Health  (Shell  liar  )  Kegula bions ,  1934  ana  1948 

ahell-i ishirii  is  carrie  an  co  merically  in  the  harbour  on 
a  small  scale.  In  the  past  takings  have  oeen  mainly  of  cockles, 
with  some  periwinkles  and  whelks*  Cockles  are  chiefly  obtained 
In  commercial  quantities  from  the  southern  and  western  parts  of 
the  harbour,  areas  which  routine  sampling  over  the  past  seven  years 
has  shewn  to  be  free  from  serious  pollution*  On  the  other  hand 
members  of  the  general  public  frequently  gather  cockles  from  the 
developed,  and  more  built-up  northern  and  eastern  shores  of  the 
harbour  where  occasional  pollution  is  more  likely  during  periods 
of  heavy  rainfall  owing  to  the  presence  of  several  sewer  storm¬ 
water  overflows* 

Elf  orbs  are  being  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
fisheries  and  Food  Experimental  Station  to  resuscitate  the 
cultivation  and  commercial  fishing  of  mussels  in  the  harbour. 

With  the  co-operation  of  hr.  bole  and  8ffr*  fcooa  of  the  Experimental 
Station  a  mussel  cleansing  tank  has  been  cons t ructed  on  the  shore 
at  Baa* or thy  for  the  purification  of  mussels  from  the  harbour, 
bo  far  t  ie  tank  has  operated  only  on  an  ©  xperimental  oasis  but  the 
results  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during 
trial  runs  have  been  satisfactory*  Another  plant  for  t;  e  heat 
treatment  and  pickling  of  cooked  mussels  has  been  opened  in  the 
area  and  has  been  operating;  on  a  small  commercial  scale*  A  series 
of  samples  taken  to  check  th©  efficiency  of  this  plant  were  all 
satisfactory  on  bacteriological  examination. 

Mussels  are  gross  feeders  and  sor;e  of  the  largest  beds  are 
situated  in  the  eastern  area  of  the  harbour  which  may  be  liable  to 
pollution  from  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  Poole  Bay.  #o  pro¬ 

hibited  area  has  been  prescribed  in  the  harbour  but  observation 
ana  sampling,  is  being  maintained  to  determine  the  extent  of 
pollution  involved*  At  the  a  am©  time  it  is  hoped  that  arrangements 
will  soon  be  made  with  the  i  outhern  &ea  Fisheries  Committee  to 
exclude  the  eastern  end  of  the  harbour  from  any  licences  g ranted 
lor  commercial  dredging  for  mussels  except  for  the  purpose  of 
relaying,  cleansing  or  heat  treatment. 

Since  1951,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  fxperlmental  station  and  the  Poole  Technical  Group  have  been 
cultivating  experimentally  several  beds  of  oysters  but  so  far  only 
small  quantities  of  these  have  been  sold  after  bacteriological 

examination* 


An  oroer  of  the  Southern  Sea  i  Com&lttes  prohibits  tb© 

dredging,  of  oysters  from  the  harbour  except  untie r  a  licence 
t^m  the  Committee  and  this  only  after  purification  by  relaylm. 

In  prescribed  area#, 

Results  of  fc&c tori ©logical  examination  of  shellfish 
obtained  from  Fade  harbour  in  19©d  ?- 


Shellfish 


SO. 

Of 

Samples. 


Class 

X 

Satisfactory. 


Class 

II 

Suspicious 


Claes 

m 

Uasatiaj  actorj 


0 

faecal  coll 
per  1  ml  of 
anelli  ish 

i-t 
faecal 
coll  per 

1  oil  of 
she 11* 
fish. 

6-14 

faecal  coll 
per  1  ail  oi 
shellfish 

lb  or  over 
faecal  coll 
per  1  ml  of 
shellfish 

Cockles* 

34 

Id 

1 

1 

^u»  eels. 

2o 

. .  . 16 

* 

6 

as 

Total. 

72 

60 

lb 

T.  » 

1 

x  XV.  Ilea  lea  l  Inspection  of  Elions. 

&ot  applicable. 

*  XVI.  miscellaneous. 

arrangements  ior  tits  burial  on  shore  of  persona  who  have 
died  on  boaru  ship  from  Infectious  disease. 

The  Town  Mortuary  is  available  near  the  vuay  and  no  bill  iculty 
sou  Id  arise  in  arranging  burial  in  one  of  t  he  ^ocal  Authority  Ceaatariea. 
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Pollution  o f  the  Harbour 


The  waters  of  Poole  Harbour  are  subject  to  some  degree 
of  sewage  pollution  from  a  number  o 1  sources*  Probably  the 
principal  source  is  the  discharge  into  Poole  Bay  of  the  sewage 
of  the  three  towns  situated  on  the  shores  of  the  bay,  but  the 
extent  to  which  this  affects  the  waters  of  the  harbour  has  not 
been  determined.  However,  the  three  towns  now  appear  to  be 
committed  to  sewerage  schemes  which  will  ultimately  result  in 
the  diversion  of  the  sewage  of  their  areas  away  from  the  sea 
front  for  treatment  elsewhere.  The  first  stages  of  the  Poole 
and  Bournemouth  schemes  are  already  under  construction. 

During,  the  past  three  or  four*  years  the  condition  of  the 
sewage  effluents  being  discharged  into  Holes  .ay  from  sewage 
disposal  ?^orks  in  the  area  has  given  rise  to  considerable  anxiety, 
but  the  first  stage  of  the  new  sewage  disposal  w  orks  at 
Hroaustone  is  now  nearing  completion  and  when  this  is  in  operation 
a  very  considerable  improvement  in  the  position  can  be  expected. 

A  number  of  ocher  sources  of  pollution  are  known  or 
suspected  and  a  committee  of  technical  officers  of  the  Poole  Borough 
and  Port  Health  Authority  ,  the  Poole  Harbour  Board  and  the 
Southern  Sea  Fisheries  Gomaittee  has  been  formed  to  investigate 
these.  Already  as  a  result  of  the  activities  of  this  comrdttee 
a  number  of  sources  of  pollution  have  been  eliminated  and  others 
are  under  investigation. 
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